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DIRECTOR’S

Pruring the Middle Ringdom, Egypuan art reached an unsur-
passed high point, producing outstanding works of architec-
I, i.'ru|ptun;', relief, pantng, and jewelry: Excavatng, col-
lecting, and studving Middle Kingdom Egypt has therefore
Been afocal pomnt of The Mnmapulimn Muscum of Art, since
the founding of the Deparoment of Egypoian Art in 1906, The
publications ot the Museum’s curators Albere M, Lythgoe
(1868=1034), Arthur C. Mace (1874—1028), Herbert E.
Winlock (1884—1950}, and Ambrose Lansing (1891-1959)
substantially advanced owr understanding of the Middle
Kingdom. Following this rraditien, in 1990, the Egyptian
Department undertwook the excavaton of the Middle
Kingdom pyramid complex of King Senwaosret [T1 ar D ahshur.
The project 1 under the direction of Dieter Arnold, who has
been assisted by Egyptian Department statf members Adela
Oppenheim, Susan Allen, James Allen, Diana Craig Patch, and
the late Thomas Scalise. Anna-Marie Kellen, Bruce Schwarz,
Eileen Travell, and Peter Zeray of the Photograph Studio and
Ann Hevwood and Deborah Schorsch of the Objects
Conservation Department were important partcipants, The
Metropolitan Museum of Art i pleased to pe able to now
present the first volume of a projected series describing and
analyzing the pyramid site of Senwosret 111

Overa period of nine vears, an intensive examnanon of the
remains of these badly ruined monuments has led o the
recovery of much of the original architectural form of the
complex. The result of this undertaking considerably changes
aur prcture of the development of the Egyptan pyramid com-
plex. Previously, it had been assumied that pyramid complexes
reached the peak of their development during the Fourth and
Fifth Dynasties of the Old Kingdom, and thereafter fell into

FOREWORD

rigidity and decline. The mconspicuous remains of the pyra-
mid complexes of the Tweltfth Dynasey seemed to support this
preture. The mformanon derwved from the Muoseum's excavas
tions at Dahshur presents the pyramid complex of Senwos-
ret 1 in a different light, Far from belonging to 4 period of
architectural decline, the structures are striking architectural
achigvements. The development of religious beliefs and evolv-
g formulations of the roval afterlife produced a significant
new temple type that pointed the way to the New Kingdom.

These conclusions, based on one of the most prominent
buildings of its time, corroborate the impression guned from
the observation of other major events that the magn of the
great King Senwosrer 111 was a peried of considerable reli-
gious transformation. Sparitual development 16 further
reflected in sculpture by the numerous preserved portraits of
the king, two of the finest examples being the gneiss sphinx
and the quartzite face of Senwosret 11 in the Egyptian collec-
ven of The Metopolitan Museum of Art (acc. nos. 17.0.2,
Gift of Edward S Harkness. 1017, and 26.7.10%4, Purchase,
Edward 8. Harkness Gift, 1926).

Support tor the fieldwork and publication has been pro-
vided by The Adelaide Milton de Grobe Fund, in memory of
the de Groot and Hawley families, Further funding was pro-
vided by Judith and Russell Carson, The Honorable and Mrs.
Henry Granwald. William K. Simpson, Mr.and Mrs. James M.
Waughn, Jr., Roxie Wilker and The Bioanthropology
Foundation, and Mr, and Mrs. Maleolm H. Wiener,
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DirecTor, THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART
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Notes to the Reader

ARARIC TERMS

deka Marked stratum, often created by a rough
surface paving ol munaq

gebel Bedrock or sohid ground underlying the
surface soil or sand

tin Smear of hquid Mile mud vsed as mortar or
pavernent

sebbakdfin Peasants who remove decaving brickwork
feebibifelr) and uge 1t as fernlizer in ther helds

serdah Cellar, hidden room

fafl Geological stratum of laminated shale, often
wsed to make pottery and bricks

wiadi [ry niverbed

OTHER ABBREVIATIONS AND TERMS
Alabaster  The term alaBisterds nsed as 15 commaon in
Egyprology, For ditfering scientfic definitions
of the material, see Paul T. Nicholson and Ian
Shaw eds., Aucent Egyptian Matenals and
Technology (Cambridee, England, 2000), pp.
su—ho; Rosemarie Klemm and Dieerich 1D
Klemm, Steine und Steinbriche im Alten Agypren
(Berlin, 1902), p. 190,
Architectural term describing a wall that
slopes gently imward
ch- Circa
(B & Catalogue Geénéral of the Egypnan Museum,
Cairo
11 Centimeter{s)
cubit Ancrent Egyptian measurement equaling 52.5 cm
[Diam, Dhiameter
Entabliture Honzontal superstructure terminating the
upper end of a building, generally compaosed
of an architrave, tros, and/or cormee
tinger Ancient Egyptian measurement equaling 1,875 em
H. Height

Batter

JdE Journal d'Entrée of the Egyprian Museun,
Cairo

33 | engrth

11 Meter(s)

NN Zero level, not connected wath sea level

Orthostar  Large stone slab, set vertically as a revetment

at the lower part of a wall
palm Ancient Egyptian measurement equaling 7.5 cm
The Thickness
W Widrh

GRID AND SURVEYING SYSTEM OF THE SITE
The survevor Marcel Gruber has covered the excavation site
with a grid system of 10 x 10 m squares with the 2ero point
southwest of the pyranud enclosure, The squares have been
designated with the letters A-Z from west to east and with the
numbers 1—42 from south to north; so that the coordinates of
each SCLLTE COTISIS af a letter followed l‘ly a number In certain
areas, the squares were subdivided mta units of §x § meters.
These units were designated with the letvers a—d, with a in the
upper right corner (NW), b in the lower right (NE), ¢ in the
lower left (SE), and d in the upper left (SW), For part of the
grid system, see plans 1, H1 and VL

The level of the court of the pyramid complex and the sur-
rounding desert was about 45.¢0 m NN: the buildings were
standimg on shghtly higher stone platforms, about 43.75 to
45.80 m above NN,
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INTRODUCTION

The pharaoh Khakaure Senwosrer [11 was one of the most
natable ralers of ancient Egype. his reign disunguished by ex-
temaive military campams that resulted 1 an unprecedented
expansion of the country’s borders, The king also appears 1o
have reformed Egypts admunistranon and reshaped religious
practice.' The length and date of the reign of Senwosret 11 are
controversial and a desnled discussion of these 1ssues 15 bevond
the scope of the present study.” However, some evidence gath-
ered at the pyrimid complex of Senwosret 111 tends to point
to a reign longer than nineteen years (pp. 116-17).

Reflecting the king’s distinction, his pyramid eomplex at the
north end of the moval cemetery of Dahshur nust luive been one
of the major architeetural achievements of the Twelfth Dy-
nasty; Numerous New Kingdom visitors” graffiti illuserate the
continuing respect that was accorded this unique monwment.

The name of the pyramid complex was B3-ntr-hpru. Since
the name 15 deternuned by the town sum @ (p 753 fig. 21b),
one mighe ascribe it w the pyramud dry, but because the same
text staces that Queen Werer 11 was buried at Bi-nprf-fiprus, the
tunerary nature of the locile 15 obvious. Assigning the name
Qhi-Sn-eert to the pyrannd femple of Senwosret 111 18 doubt-
ful, because the name has only been found at Lahun and the
mscription does not speafy to which Senwosret it refers.”

Considering its prominence, the complex’s complete dem-
ohtion in the late New Kingdom is difficule to explain: it was
so thorough that few fearores remamed visible, The rmns of
the monument were discovered relatively early in the history
of Egyprology, On September 8, 1839, the young British engi-
neer [ohn Shae Perring (18 13—1869) visited the site and com-
menced the first study of the monument. Perring was engaged
in a comprehensive survey of Egvptian pyramids mitared and
sponsored by Col. Richard William Howard Vyse (17845—1843),
a Briosh army officer during the Napoleome wars and an
amateur Egyprologist, who eventually published the resuls of
therr collaboration in 4 three-volume work enatled Operations
Carried On ar the Pyronids of Gizeh (London, 1840—-1842).°
Perring regstered the pyramid of Senwosrer 111 as number 28
on his list of pyramids and also undertook some excavation. In
search of the entrance to the pyramud, he removed debris from
a 27 x 16 m area in front of the center of the north side, the
tracitional location of pyramid entrances. Having no success
and assurmng that the entrance nught be further north in the
pyratmad court, hie then cut a 4o % o m rrench north of the
pyramid, agamn without resule. More to his credit, Perring
found a block with the cartouche of Senwosrer 111 in a trench
ar the east side of the p}'r;urlid. J:rmhling him to be che first to
identify the complex’s owner.

Berween February and April 1843, an expedition headed
by the German Egyptologist Richard Lepsius (1 810—1884) vis-
ited the Dahshur pyramids and registered the pyramid of
Senwosret 11 as number 47.% Lepsius was the first explorer 1o
recogmze the locarion of the cavseway, and his survevors even
indicated on therr plan such derails as the boat pit, the
“quartzite hill” (p. 9o}, and the traces of Perring’s trench.
However, Lepsius mistakenly registered a pyramid number 48,
which he believed he saw to the southeast of the main pyra-
mid i the area of the gate through the original east outer
enclosure wall {square U-V/2r1 on the gnd of the present

excavation), According to Jacques De Margan’ and our own
observanons, such a strructure does not exist in this area.

The huge craterlike hole that today leads into the center of
the pyramids north ade 15 due to Gaston Maspero (1846
1916, director of the Egyptian Antiquities Organization from
1881 to 1 866, Berween 18582 and 1583, deternuned to discover
the king’s burial chamber regardless of the cost, he had his
men pull our theusands of tons of bricks from the pyramid
core, ruiming the monument without achieving his goal”

The Dahshur project was resumed twelve vears later by
Maspéro’s successor in the office of director, Jacgues De Mor-
gan (1857-1924), a French cwvil engineer and archaeologist.”
Assisted by Pierre Vasin and the excivators Gustave Jéquicr
and Georges Legrain, he worked intensively for a total of six
months all over che complex of Senwosret 1 and the mastaba
fields north and south of it. Ress Rubit Hamzarr and his san
Khalif Hamzarri are reported to have emploved several hun-
dred Egyptian workmen. The course of the expedition can be
reconstructed as follows:

De Moygan'’s First Season

January—February 1804
Vasin excavates six Old Kingdom muastabas to the south
and thurty Middle Kingdom mastabas to the north of the
pyramid complex of Senwosret [11.

' For the history of the reign of Senwoster T see Dl Serswoszer 111,
betng revised for publication; Clade Obsomer, Les campagnies de Seaostrs
(Brossels, 1980); idens, Sésostrie Ter: Ernde clionolugiipie er Bdoorique did sy
(Brossels, 1ous); Bobere 10 Deha, * Khakaore Senwosree H= King ardd Man,”
KM 6 (Summer vges) ppe te=33 0 Clande Mandersleyen, C'Egypte er i vallee
i M1 vl 2 of D o g de U Anatend. Ewpire 4 Ja fin i Novvel Emprire {Pais,
Loips), pp. &r=ou; Josel W Wepner, " The Natore and Chronology of the
Senwoset Hl=-Amenemhat 1 Regnal Successiont Some Gonsiderarions
Based on Néw Evidence from the Maortuary Temple of Senwesrer 1
Abydes,” INES §5.(Tou6): ppu 263463, 2070

= Detlel Franke, [ Hedgrom dex Hegah anl Slephanting, Studien zar
Archiaclogie und Geschichee Altipyptens, wol. g (Heidelberg, 1004), pp. %1,
4o Claude Obsomers Séintes Ter! Enade choomotopioue ¢ Ristorigue dn’ s
(Bromsets, g9, povss; Jirgen von Beckerath, Chonologie dey pharaonschien
Agppter (Mantz, tguT), e 13gs Joser WO Wezner " The Mamire and Chromal-
oy of the Serwarmet [-Amenemhat 111 Regnal Soccestion: Some
Constderanons Based on MNew Evidence from the Mormary Temple of
Sepwosrer 111 ar Abydos” [NES g5 (1096 ppe 2gg—70. I lecture given al
the Insomuee of Fine Arts, New York i March 2006, lan Kaniholm
announced thar dendrochronological tests permateed him o dare che wood
i one af Serwwosretr TS fuperary boats 1o the 1|,Ir[:lr11:ir1].-_'|3. i:.iﬂy yer of
1017 B Sinde these boats were probably budlt for the transport of the
funerary equipment of the kimg ar the end of s bfe (pp. 1o0—7), the mew
date would push the beginning of his reign up 1w the year 1955

* Petrie, Lo 11, p. 27, 9l 30, For the pames: of perantidy and pyramid
cmes of the Twelith Dyoasty, see Farouk Gomad, Dhe Besiedefurg. Agypren:
pdtinend des Mirderen Relches, wol, 2 (Wiesbaden, 1687), pp. sz—555 HoAlen-
miiller, *1¥e¢ Pyramidennamen der frithen 120 Dyvnastie 1o The Tntelloerinal
Hiritape of EgyprStidics Preserted o L zid Kalosy, ed, Ulnich Lufe (Budapess,
1), PR 33425 Ulneh Lotk " The Ancent Town of El-Lahon,” i B
Ktuehies, ek ﬂ:cphq-n Qu':rk.-: Illclgqt-:, 18], PR =41,

* The pyramid of Senwosnar [T s described in'\vse Gizeh, pposz—o3.

I 0 T Y T Pl 34—35 and text volb, 1 p-20s,

" 13e Maorgan, Dabehowr 1p. g,

" The edition af De Morems menmas by Andree Joinay (Mdésiome de
Jacquies B Moggan, 185 7—1gaq Sowvering d uncarhdolene | FPans, vieg|) contains
amussing backgroand information {see pp. 3R8—4ol), but does noe Euarti-
Larty add o our knowledipe of e Margans wiork at Dabshac

_
L






